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ADVICE 


Concerning 


GAMING. 


LW AMI is an enchant- 
2 ing Witchery, begot be- 
N HAST twizt Laleneſs and Ava- 
rice; which has this ill 
| Property above all other Vices, that 
it renders a Man incapable of Pi O- 
ſecuting. any ſerious Action, and 
| m 
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makes him always unſatisfied with 
his own Condition: He is either 
lifted up to the Top of mad Joy 
with Succeſ ; or plungd to the 
Bottom of Deſpair by Misfortune 3 
always in Extreams, always in a 
Storm. 


Hannibal ſaid of Marcellus, that 
Fortunam nec bonam nec malam ferre 
poteſt, he could be quiet, neither 
Conqucror nor .Conquered. Thus 
(ſuch is the Itch of Play) Game- 
ſters, neither Winning nor Loſing, 
can reſt ſatisfied: If they Win, they 
think to Win more; if they Loſe, 
they hope to Recover. 


One propounded this Queſtion 
Whether Men in Ships ar Sca were 
to be accounted among the Living 
or the Dead, beeaule there were 
but few Inches betwixt them and 
Drown: 


| 
| 
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| Drowning ? The ſame Query may 


| be made of great Gameſters, tho 
their Eſtates be never ſo conſide- 
rable, Whether they are to be 
| eſteemed Poor or Rich, ſince there 
are but a few Caſts at Dice betwixt 
a Perſon of Fortune (in that Cir- 


cumſtance) and a Beggar? 


But Speculation in this Particular 
will not be convincing, unleſs we 
; ſhew ſomewhat of the modern Pra- 
ctiſe: We muſt therefore lay our 
Scene at the Ordinary, and proceed 
to our Action. 


CONES 


7 


. 


Betwixt Twelve and One of the 
Clock a good Dinner is prepar'd 
by way of Ordinary; and ſome 
Gentlemen of Civility and Condi- 
tion oft- times eat there, and play 
a- while for Recreation after Din- 
ner, both moderately, and moſt 
Hh com- 


x 
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commonly without deſerving Re- 
proof. 


Towards Night, when ravenous 
Beaſts uſually ſeek their Prey, there 
comes in Shoals of Hectors, Trapan- 
ners, Guilts, Pads, Biters, Prigs, | 
Divers, Lifters, Kid-nappers, Vouch- 
ers, Mill-kens, Pymen, Decoys, Shop. | 
lifters, Foilers, Bullers, Droppers, | 
Famblers, Donnakers, C roebiters, &c. | 
under the general Appellation of 
Rooks : And in this Particular it 
ſerves as a Nurſery for Tyburn ; for 
every Year ſome of this Gang march 
thither : One Millard was Hang d 
in April 1664, for Burglary ; and | 
others ſince. 


þ ” 
# — 


When a young Gentleman, or 
Prentice, comes into this School 
of Vertue, unskill d in the Quib- | 
blcs and Devices there practiſed, 

they 


3! 
they call him a Lamb; then a Rook 


( who is properly the Wolf ) fol- 
lows him cloſe, and engages him 


in advantageous Bets, and at length 


worries him, that 1s, gets all his 
Money; and then they ſmile, and 


3 ſay, Ihe Lamb is bitten. 


Of theſe Rooks, ſome will be 


very importunate to borrow Mo- 
ney of you, without any Intenti- 
on of Repaying; or to go with 


you 7 to 12, half a Crown, and 
take it ill if they are refuſed; o- 
thers watch, if, when you are ſert- 
ous at your Game, your Sword 


hang looſe behind, and lift that a- 


way; others will not ſcruple, if 


they ſpy an Opportunity, directly 
to pick your Pocket; yet if all fail, 
ſome will nim off the Gold But- 


tons of your Cloak, or ſteal the 


Cloak it ſelf if it lie looſe; others 
B will 
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they call him a Lamb; then a Rook 

| ( who is properly the Wolf ) fol- 

' lows him cloſe, and engages him 
5 1n advantageous Bets, and at length 
0 | worries him, that is, gets all his 
Money; and then they ſmile, and 
> | ſay, The Lamb is bitten. 
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will throw at a Sum of Money ; 
with a dry Fit (as they call it) 
that is, if they nick you tis theirs, ' 
if they loſe they owe you ſo much; | 
with many other Quillets; or if |; 
vou chance to nick them, tis odds | 
they wait your coming out at | | 
Night, and beat you, as one Cock | 
was ſerved in June 1664. 


Blaſpheming, Drunkenneſs, and 
Swearing, arc here ſo familiar, that 
Civility 1s, by the Rule of Contra. 
ries, accounted a Vice: I do not 
mean Swearing when there is Oc- 
caſion to atteſt a Truth, but up- 
on no Occaſion, or rather all Oc- 
caſions; as, God damn me, hom 
dojt? What a Clock is it by God ? | 
c. Then before two Hours are 


at an end, ſome one who has been 


heated with Wine, or made chole: | 
rick with the Loſs of his Money, 
raiſes | N 
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| raiſes a Quarrel, Swords are drawn, 
and perhaps the Boxes and Candle- 
ſticks thrown at one another, and 
all the Houſe in a Garboyle, form 
ing a perfect Type of Hell. 


Woud you imagine it to be 
true, that a grave Gentleman well 
ſtricken in Years, inſomuch as he 
cannot ſee the Pips of the Dice, is 
ſo infatuated with this Witchery, 
as to play here with others Eyes, cf 
whom this Quibble was rais d, 7 hat 
Mr. ſuch a one plays at Dice by 
the Far. Another Gentleman ſtark 
blind, I have ſeen play at Haz- 
zard; and ſure that muſt be by 
the Ear too. 


Late at Night, when the Com- 
pany grows thin, and your Eyes 
dim with watching, falſe Dice are 
often put upon the Ignor ant, or 

B 2 they 
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they are otherwiſe comned with | 
Topping, or Slurring, &c. And if 
you be not vigilant, the Box-keeper 
ſhall ſcore you up double or treble 
Boxes; and, though you have loſt 
your Money, dun you as ſeverely | 
for it, as if it were the juſteſt Debt 
in the World. 


There are yet ſome gentceler 
and more ſubtle Rooks, whom you 
| ſhall not diſtinguih by their out- 
ward Demeanour from Perſons of 
Condition; and who will ſit by a 
whole Evening, and obſerve who 
wins: and then, if the Winner be 
bubbleable, they vill inſinuate 
themſelves into his Acquaintance, 
and civilly invite him to drink a 
Glaſs of Wine, wheadle him into 
Play, and win all his Money, ei- 
ther by falſe Dice, as high Fullams, 
low Fullams, 5, 4, 2 Shillings, &c. 
or 


51 


or by Palming, Topping, Knapping, 
or Slurring ; or, in caſe he be paſt 
that Claſſis of Ignoramuſles, then 
by Crosbiting, or ſome other Dex- 
terity, of which they have variety 


/ unimaginable. Note by the way, 
That when they have you at the 


Tavern, and think you a ſure Bub- 
ble, they will many times purpoſe- 
ly loſe ſome ſmall Sum to you the 
firſt time, to engage you more 
freely to Bleed (as they call it) 
at the ſecond Meeting, to which 
they will be ſure to invite you. 


A Gentleman whom ill Fortune 
had hurried into Paſſion, took a 
Box and Dice to a Side-Table, and 
there fell to throwing by himſelf, 
at length ſwears with an Emphaſis, 
— Damn me! now I throw for Mo. 


thing I can win a thouſand Pounds; 
but when I play for Money, I loſe my 


* 
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If the Houſe find you free to | 
the Box, and a conſtant Caſter you 
ſhall be treated below with Suppers 
at Night, and Cawdle in the Mor- 
ning, and have the Honour to be 
ſtiled A Love of the Houſe whilſt 
your Money laſts, which certainly 
will not be long; for, as the Lamiæ ; 
deſtroy d Men under pretence of | 
Kindneſs, ſo tis here. 


In a word, this Courſe of Life 
ſhall afford you ſo many Affronts, 
and ſuch a number of Vexations, 
as ſhall in time convert both your 
Soul and Body into Anguiſb; and 
Anguiſh in ſome has turn d to Mad. 


neſs. Thus one Bull, a young Fel- 
low, not many Years ſince, had by 
ſtrange Fortune run up a very 
ſmall Sum to 15290 Pounds, and 
put himſelf 1 Into a Garb according- 
y, could not give over, play d on, 
Fortune 


1 


Portune turn d, loſt it all, run mad, 
and fo died. 


If what has been ſaid will not 


make you deteſt this abominable 
kind of Life, will the almoſt cer- 
* tain Loſs of your Money do it? 
Tl undertake to demonſtrate, that 

tis Ten to One you ſhall be a Lo- 
' ſer at the Years end with conſtant 
Play upon the Square. — If then 


twenty Perſons bring two hundred 


Pounds a- piece, which makes four 
; thouſand Pounds, and reſolve to 


play, for Example, three or four 
Hours a Day for a Year; Ill wa- 
ger, the Box ſhall have fifteen hun- 
dred Pounds of the Money, and 
that eighteen of the twenty Per- 
ſons ſhall be Loſers. 


I have ſeen (in a lower Inſtance) 
three Perſons fit down at Twelve: 


penny 


12 


penny Inn and Inn, and each draw 
forty Shillings a- piece; and in lit- 
tle more than two Hours the Box 
has had three Pounds of the Mo- 
ney, and all the three Gameſters 
have been Loſers, and laugh'd at 
for their Indiſcretion. 


At an Ordinary you ſhall ſcarce 
have a Night paſs without a Quar- 
rel; and you muſt cither tamely 
put up an Affront, or elſe be en- 
gag d in a Duel next Morning, up- 
on ſome trifling inſignificant Oc- 
caſion, pretended to bc a Point of 
Honour: 


Moſt Gameſters begin at ſmall 
Game; and by degrees, if their 
Money or Eſtates hold out, they 
riſe to great Sums : Some have 
play'd firſt all their Money, then 
their Rings, Coach and Horſes, e- 

ven 


. 


K gr” 
[ 13 ] 
ven their wearing Cloaths and Pe- 
riwigs, and then ſuch a Farm, and 
at laſt perhaps a Lordſhip. You 
may reade in our Hiſtories how 
Sir Miles Partridge play d at Dice 
with King Henry VIIIch for Jeſus 
Bells, ſo called, which were the 
greateſt in England, and hung in a 
Tower of St. Paul's Church, and 
won them; whereby he broug ht 
them to ring in his Pocket: Bur 
g the Ropes afterwards catch d about 
. his Neck; for in Edward the Vith's 
= Days he was Hang'd for ſome cri- 
50 minal Offences. 


Conſider how many Perſons have 
1 been ruin d by Play: Sir Arthur 
S Smithouſe is yet freſh in Memory: 
* © He had a fair Eſtate, which in a 
few Years he fo loſt at Play, that 
he died in great Want and Penury. 
Since that, Mr. Ba—— who was a 


C Clerk 


Stow 's 
Survey, 


P> 357. 
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| riwigs, and then ſuch a Farm, and 
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Sir Miles Partridge play d at Dice, 


> || with King Hemy Vlllch for Jeſus 
T gels, fo called, which were the 
1 greateſt in England, and hung in a 
Tower of St. Paul's Clans and 
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* the Ropes afterwards catch d about 
7” | his Neck; for in Edward the VIth's 
Days he was Hang'd for ſome cri- 
* L l 77 | 
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i Conſider how many Perſons have 

been ruind by Play: Sir Arthur 
| Smithouſe is yet freſh in Memory: 
| He had a fair Eſtate, which in a 
few Years he fo loſt at Play, that 
he died in great Want and Penury. 


{ Since that, Mr. Ba—— who was a 
2 C Clerk 


may reade in our Hiſtories how Stow”, 
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Clerk in the Six-Clerks Office, and 
well cliented, fell to Play, won by 
extraordinary Fortune two thou- 
ſand Pieces in ready Gold; was not f 
content with that, play 9 on, loſt > 
all he had won, df almoſt all his 

own Eſtate, fold his Place in the 
Office, and at laſt marched off to 
2 foreign Plantation, to begin a 
new World with the Sweat 5 his 4 
Brow : For that is commonly the 
Deſtiny of a decayed Gameſter, ei- 
ther to go to ſome foreign Planta- 
tion, or to be preferr d to the | 
Dignity of a Box keeper. — 


2 


It is not deny'd but moſt Game- 
ſters have at one time or other a2 
conſiderable Run of Winning; but 
(ſuch is the Infatuation of Play) 1 
could never hear of the Man "ha | 
gave over a Winner, (I mean to 
give over, as never to play again); 
Jam 
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I am ſure tis rara avis: For if you 
once break Bulk (as they phraſe it) 
you are in again for all. Sir Hum- 
U phry Fofter had loſt the greateſt part 


1 
Dy 


Mt of his Eſtate, and then playing, as 
11 {tis ſaid, for a dead Horſe, did by 
5 happy Fortune recover it again, then 


= gave over, and wiſely too. 


4 


\ 
4 If a Man have a competent E- 


ate of his own, and plays whether 


a 
118 
he 
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> himſelf or another Man ſhall have 
er fr, tis extreme Folly : If his Eſtate 
ta be (mall, then to hazard the Loſs 
he even of that, and reduce himſclt 
to abſolute Beggery, is direct Mad- 
neſs. Beſides, it has been general 
ly obſerv'd, that the Loſs of one 


4 hundred Pounds ſhall do you more 


| . 1 


Prejudice, in diſquieting your Mind, 
I than the Gain of two hundred 
7 Pounds ſhall. do you Good, were 


1 
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Conſider alſo your Loſs of Time, 
which is invaluable ; and remem- 
ber what Seneca ſays —— Nulla ma- 
Jor eſt jactura, quam temporis amiſſio. 


Laſtly, Conſider the great Da- 
mage be very Watching brings to 
your Health, and in particular to 
FA your Eyes, (for Gameſters work 
in moſt by Night) confirm'd by this 
1 Diſtich, | 


2 * 


Allia, vina, venus, fumus, faba, 22 
men G ignis, 

Iſta nocent oculis, ſed vigilare 
mag is. 
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| Penitent Sonnet, 


Written by the 


Lord FIT. Z-GIRALD, 


| ( A great Gameſter ) 
ö A little before his DE ATA, 


which was in the Year 1580. 


| — 8 Loſs in Play Men oft koꝛget 
The Duty they do owe 

To him that did beſtow the ſame, 
And thouſand Millions moe. 

J loath to hear them ſwear and ſtare 
hen they the Main have loſt, 
| Forgetting all the Byes that were 
Qith God and Poly Ghoſt, 


By 
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By Wounds and Nayles they think to win, 
But truly it is not lo; 
Fo2 all their Frets and Fumes in Sin, 


j They Poneplels muſt go. 
40 There is no Wight that ug'd it moꝛe 
| 238 Than he that wote this Uerſe, 
| ſig Who cries Peccavi now therefore, 
bi | | Dis Daths his Heart do pierce. | 
0 | Theretoze Exampte take by me, 4 
ik That curſe the luckleſs time | 
N Chat ever Dice mine Epes did lee, 
|; | | Mhich bꝛed in me this Crime. 
ö Pardon me fo2 that is paſt, 
ö J will offend no moe, 
. In this moſt vile and ſinful caſt, 
| Which J will ſtill abhoy. | 
* f 
1 
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